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By PETER WOLF

LIHUE — If a bright and rosy
future for Kauai was on the horizon,
the Kauai Chamber . of Commerce
wasn’t told about it o

Hundreds of Kauai business lead-
ers gathered at the Kauai Outrigger
Hotel to hear Dr. Leroy Laney, First

Hawaiian Bank vice president and
chief economist, deliver a stark look
at the state and Kauai’s economy

"We are in a recession,” said
Laney, who keynoted the 18th An-
nual Kauai Business Outlook Forum.
" And I dont hold out much hope for
1993 bt

In some ways, said Laney, the hur-
ricane recovery is disguising the true
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state of the economy. .

"We were already in trouble,"
Laney said.

Kauai’s tourism industry is virtu-
ally non-existent, said Laney, and it

y

isn’t much better for the rest of the
state.

Even the one bright spot of tour- .

ism — Eastbound arrivals —can’t be
counted on for the future.

"While there was growth in the
Japanese visitor counts,” Laney said,
"almost all of it occurred in the first
six months of the year."

He said there has been a down-

ward adjustment, as tlie state headed
into 1993.
Laney also discounted the opti-

mism of other economists in the state,
See ECONOMIC onA-4
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By CHARLIE VESPOLI

. You sense your family is domg.

0 K. with its bills and you probably
are making ends meet. There is now
.50 much cash due to insurance pay-
ments that some banks have had a
difficult time keeping hundred dollar
‘bills on hand. Our- community’s
economy is ‘being propped up,in a
‘very temporary manner, by the funds
ithat the .insurance settlements pro-
‘vide.

Our sixteen percent unemploy-

ment rate is probably the highest in

our recent past. Are we headed for a
disastrous restart of our billion dollar

a year tourist economy? Time will .

tell. Thankfully we still have a restart
of our real economy, tourism. What
worries me is we have a large group
of elected politicians leading this ef-
fort and few. of them have any real
experience starting a business.

As a matter of fact it scare me.
When you go to a bank or the S.B.A.
to fund a business start up, the
amount of planning they want to see
is immense. No one here is really
ready to do this jump start of our
visitor economy. Some off island
help is in order for this work. A media
coordinator might help.

- Within six months I suspect we
will start to see our inflation rate in-
crease, thus driving up the mortgage
rates making home buying even more
difficult. Your rents will increase due
to high demand and diminished sup-
ply. Clinton will increase fuel taxes.
Kauai Electric is in a deep hole and
w:ll substantially raise our electric
rates. One eastsider told me both her

homes and her father’s electric bill

goublod in cost,
" Homeowners insurance, when
you can get it, will cost a lot more
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tion policy. that used to which I ha-
ven’t sourced properly yet to believe
says that for each $1000 in value your
home has, you will be charged 100
dollars.

Idoubtif the mayor would do this,
but the ided that the county’s budget
shortage be made up by an increase
in property taxes will be lively.

The point is that Kauai’s families
need lots of work and most need to
work more than one job to have a
family that’s going forward. You
need to work more. than -one job to
have a successive generation is better
educated, better skilled and more
prosperous. That’s what every parent
wants for their kids..

The stress on you and your check-
book is going to increase in a notice-

able way. The list of increases.could

mean as. much as a 20 ‘percent, in-
crease in our fixed bills. That’s you
putting out a lot more cash and really
not getting anything additional for
that money. Just the cost of staying
where you are is going up.

rundertakmgs we as.a commﬁmty
have ever had to undertake. I-encour-

age the people involved in this restart
to-put out as much press as possible.
:+ Liet us"know -about your plans, and

about the struggle that you are going

‘ through trying to implement them.

Allof us need to be informed, suppor-
tive off and invoived in the start, It is

- just-to damn important to. be left to

business as usual.

Do you remember that long wait
the people who had money in Manoa
finance had to endure? The 80 mil-
lion or so that H.L.G. is short will be
along time coming. I remind you that
getting an 8.B.A. loan till those funds
free up a necessity. I also wonder if a
class action suit will be brought
against the people who run HLG. It
needs to be explored. Don’t those

. people have some liability or at least

tell us why they took in more business
than they could cover. Isn’t a worst
case scenarip something that they
were paid to consider.

_It’s so bad that people are taking
their money out of American Sav-
ing’s because they are run by the
same people who run H.1.G. and the
electrical plant on Oahu. Cash is so
tight that H.I.G. is not even paying off
on car accidents that have just oc-
curred. Right now, some people are
not able to renew their car insurance
and they are being told to wait till
April before they get coverage.

Our state reps, all of them need to
begin to. study our insurance prob-

-lems. We will need to band together

and create a group of péople who are
paying into a pool so we can at least
self insure each other. This storm’s
long term problems are going to be
horrendous.
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By SUE DIXON-STONG

ember when missiles and boats, politics and taxes were all we had to

med about?

e were the days when massive letter writing campaigns could be

d at the drop of a pen, and crowds would turn out for town meetings

lic hearings knowing full well there’d be no pupus or door prizes.
was a long time ago before unemployment soared to 13.5 percent,
ourism dropped to almost zero, insurance companies went belly up
competition for housing became our No. 1 enemy.

was before Iniki.

ime has come to.revive that pre-Iniki zeal and get on the bandwagon.

inty and other agencies, such as the Kauai Economic Development

have tumned to the feds and the state Legislature, as well as other
 for money to jump start tourism and get people back to work before

oyment and othier entitlements run out.

ings stand, come October, people can say good-bye to unemployment
That’s way too close for comfort, given the fact that most of the
large resorts are not expected to open until well after that date.

out those resosts, high occupancy in the hotels and condos that are

ctucial, That’s not going to happen without vigorous marketing, and

s marketing costs money.

et that money, the industry must ask for help, which it has done. But

inds are sought from government sources, competition runs high,

uns long, and even if requests are approved months can elapse before

e released:

's scary right now because there is not a lot of time between now and

Baldwin, chair of the Kauai Economic Revitalization Committee, has
>nding a lot of time lately lobbying the state Legislature for tourism
1g funds. It’s not a particularly-pleasant gig.

ems from a logical business standpoint we ought to be able to go in
, ‘Look, we've got 13 percent unemployment, 7,000 people out of
ititlement costs are running us $1.8 million per week. Why don’t you
1 couple million to start this engine?’ Then somebody would write us
That’s the logical, business-like answer," he said.

1e Legxslature isn ’t the Bank of Hawan Government moves m ns own
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time at its own pace.

Some say it’s already too late, that the visitor industry and the county
needed money by April 1 to generate enough business to bring up occupancy
rates and draw customers to attractions and other tourist-related businesses
before October rolls around.

Baldwin is more optimistic. June 1, he said, that’s the drop dead point.

Even then, he said, it'll take four months to turn those marketing dollars
into paying customers.

There are a lot of people, like Baldwin, workmg overtime to get that
money. Support from the homefront might help. Letters, hundreds of them,
written to the Legislature and Sen. Daniel Inouye’s office certainly couldn’t
hurt.

Kauai knows how to bombard elected officials with letters and phone calls.
Remember STARS? And even I would say that what's at stake here is far more
crucial than the fate of a missile.

What’s at stake is the livelihood of many, many people, and the health of
this island’s economy.

"At the end of September, how are these people who are ﬁling for
unemployment going to live?" Baldwin worries. "Now they are gartin
unemployment, FEMA and food stamps. ‘They can probably keep g&mﬁ
FEMA and food stamps, but not unemployment. How are you going to'akes
the car payment? Then you’ve got banks repossessing cars."

Baldwin, who runs the local National Car Rental agency, knows what‘a fot
of tourist-related busmesses are gomg through Many small businesses, Hg*
said, are being run by owners or management because there isn’t ehbhgﬁ’
business to bring the bulk of the staff back. i

That isn’t likely to change until condos, which amount to about half the*
island’s inventory, and hotels are back in operation. For every 500 peopléwho
g0 back to work in a hotél, he said, about 500 more will goto work i in anothex
tourist-related business.

Until I listened to Baldwin, October seemed way down the p1ke It 'S not
In fact, it’s almost yesterday. :

For the record, Baldwin nor anyone else suggested a public campalgn to
support efforts to obtain funding. It just seems the least we can do conmdenng
what’s at stake.

The ‘world might see us a victims of a disaster, but, in truth, we arg”.
survivors. Survivors don’t just sit and wait to be rescued. They fight for what+

R

srares

they need. What we need right now is cash to fuel the engine that feeds us.***

ST 5‘5' - Foon g
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By PETEE wO‘EF
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KALAPAKI BEACH — If the
Westin Kauai re-opens in 1993 it
will probably be. under new owner-
ship. And, as the clock ticks and no
Tepair w ork is started, that if is abig
one. :
+- The Kauai'Times has leamed that
Bank of America, with a 52 percent
stake in $185 million worth of loans,

will lead 13 lenders in taking deed to )

the Kauai-property in lieu of actually
foreclositi onthe unpaid debt..
faf as'T can tell," says Westm
Kauai . Managmg Dlrectm David

n;"itis academic. They will
take possession.”

But the frustrated Shackleton says
that he has no idea what that means to
tlie hotel itself.

4 "If we started nepalr work today,"
he says;
be read5 to open "

Vit would take_sn months to_ '

“While details are sketchy and .on-
record comments are hard to come
by, the Kauai Times has learned that
negotiations have been ongoing be-
tweenBank of America, which repre-
-sents the lending group and VMS
Realty Partners, which leads the
owner’s group, a hui that includes
Christopher Hemmeter and VMS.

Jim Treadway, president of
Westin Hotels and Resorts, Inc., told
the Times from his Seattle office.
"Call Bank of America and ask them
what the hell is going on."

Greg Berardi, a Bank of America

- spokesman in.Sait Francisco, said -
" . that the-bank.i
~negoitiatio

ved in ongoing
; - §ther Westin
creditors to resol&’e "this matter as
quickly and constructively as possi-
ble."

Hilga Schmidt, an officer with
Bank of America’sReal Estate Divi-
sion in Los Angeles, did not retum
repeated phone calls.

_-According to Westin officials, it is

" not.clear what the banks intend to do

with the property.
Shackleton says he is certain that

the ownership transfer will take

place, but that it is "just a maiter of
getting everyone singing from the
same song sheet."

He admits to being "peeved."

"I watch my employees sufferiﬁg.'

I'watch the retailers around town suf-
fering," says Shackleton. "And I
don’t have any answers."

Since Hurricane Iniki hit on Sept.
11, causing extensive damage, the
Westin Kauai has been shut down.
No repair work has been started. The
hotel originally managed to keep em-
ployees on the payroll using business
interruption insurance proceeds. Eat-
lier this month, all 1,600 employees
were terminated.

The Westin Kauai was the island’s
largest employer, largest tax-payer,
largest utilities consumer and largest

-purchaser of food products.

Westin Hotels and Resorts has a

stake in the property, having loaned
See NO on A-2

CHOPST ICKS BRIGADE Acrew from the Westm Kauai usesch opstzcks to clean the reﬂectm gpond,
They include (from Ief ) Choch Martin, manager of guest services; Marsha Miyasato, a waitress; and
Wavne Chbw, a porter. While the hotel is shutdown, the crew has been assigned to the grounds

de artment
P Thomas Tamura/Kauai Times photo
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-RENT A CARS SLOW DOWN
N By JO EAGER

« LIHUE — The renta car business
has slowed since the hurricane--and
better times depend on the future of
the hotels.

Immediately following Iniki,
there was an initial influx of business
as emergency relief, construction,
electrical and telephone workers
Tushed to the island. Plus some res;-
dents with damaged cars needed to
temporarily rent.

Although business is slowing
somewhat now, there are still a num-
ber of insurance adjusters, FEMA,
Red Cross,and SBA workers renting
cars, .

Business is 25 percent less than
what it was before the hurricane at
Alamo Rent-A-Car, Acorrding to
Barry Schur, city manager at Alamo,
30 percent of the staff has been laid
off. They had 610 damaged cars that
have not yet been replaced. Mean-
while, Schur said other islands are
experiencing a major influx of busi-
ness.

- At Avis Rent A Car in Lihye the
fleet’s been decreased to haif the nor-
mal size, but here haven’t been any
layoffs yet, "We don’t have a big
staff here. We always had a small
fleet. So we’re not in that big of
trouble. The biggest problem was
looking for cars (after the hurricane)
Because tourists left them aban-
doned," said Lydia Ross, rental
agent. Avis had a Iot of damaged
cdrs--more than half the fleet.

According to Linda Wojcieski,
manager at Dollar Rent A Car, the
initial influx of car rentals let up
abouta week ago. They’re averaging
66-70 car rentals a day. Right after
Iniki, that figure was about 100, "I
got hit the worst," said Wojcieski.
"At the base yard we lost our roof,
I'm working at the airport booth
now."

-~ At the time the hurricane hit, Dol-
lar had a fleet of about 1400, but
300-400 cars were damaged, "I have

1o missing cars, thank God, but | had
to send a lot of cars to the other is-
lands because there were not going to
be any more tourists here." Con-

struction crews aren’t renting much half

now either, said Wojcieski.
"(They’re) now sending their trucks
here. They’11be here longer term and
can’tafford to rent."

The winter fleets are coming in
now and she said their’s was sent to
the other islands. Mauj hag aflectof
3,000 cars, but "it’s hard to rent a
car," she said, referring to the boom
in business on other islands.

Dollar has had to lay off over 50
percent of their staff. "We encour-
aged them to get unemployment,"
said Wojcieski. "Now they’re get-
ting their checks--that helps." They
hope to get the staff back on soon,
though. "If the roof is on, we're try-
ing to focus on maybe before Christ-
mas to get this operation back up to
speed--so everybody can have a nice
Christmas, Hopefully it'll be a bright
Christmas for everyone--get people
back to work." Bu, she said, their
business depends on the hotel busi-
ness. "It really depends on them. If
all those hotels aren’trunning, there’s
no place for tourist to stay."

Business is down at Hertz Rent A
Car. They, t00, had to ship cars off
W the other islands. The staff has
been reduced at least 50 percent,

Approximately 50 percent of
Budget Rent A Car’s flect was dam-
aged during the humicane. Rentals
continue with reljef ‘workers still
coming to the island, Budget tried 1o
8get business back to normal as
quickly as possible after Iniki, know-
ing emergency workers would be ar-
riving needing car rentals, "Op
Satrday aftemoon (September 12)
four of our people came over from
Oahu. We had no communications
S0 we sent staff over to see if our

people were okay and to make sure
émergency people had cars to rent,”
said Gordon Kai, regional director of
sales and marketing. They haven’t

Y 50 percent

had-any layoffs at Budget. *I think
hotels and most other businesses are
laying off a lot, For the amount of
business, we could’ve laid off almost
of our employees,” said Kai,
"We took it upon ourselves to bite the
bullet and as of November 12, have
not laid anyone off, We wanted to
protect them in some fashion,"

Gary Baldwin, regional manager
at Thrifty Car Rental said their big
business after Iniki lasted twoto three
weeks, but added, "] don’tknow that
itstopped. It Juststabilized." He said
the fleet was reduced considerably
because all damaged cars (32 per-
cent) went off island. Current rentals
are now long term. They’ve laid off
25 percent of the staff--although,
Baldwin added, one of his staff is
how working construction and the
two others that were laid off volun-
teered so that they could work o
their homes,

Baldwin sees things getting back

tonormal in the summer of 1993, He-

thinks the first quarter of next year
will be worse for the rent a car busi-
ness than the last quarter of this year-
-a time period when many
government workers leave the island
and before the tourists start coming
in. "That would be reverse of hotels-
~closed now, opening in the first
quarter,” said Baldwin, "We will
lose a lot of SBA, FEMA, and insur-
ance adjusters by the first of the
year." During that difficult first quar-
ter, "unless we can figure out 2 way
to increase business," he said, it may
be necessary to look into a reduction
infleetand manpower. "Total unem-

ployment I'm not worried about,

We’ll do whatever we can. (Employ-

ees) have a ot of vacation time ac-

crued and they’ll be using it in the

first quarter and then hopefully tour-

ism will be back by March. Its a

slow ongoing process to build up the

(hotel) occupancies. I would say 75

percentis a good break even point for

the hotels and I don’t see that until

summer,"
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welbwill be until drﬂhng is complele

“"When ‘vou drifl for wells. you're
. hoping thatyou get'a real good well."

said Sato. "If we get one that is good
for about 700 gallons per minyte ora
million, gallons of watera day--two of
those would probably be able to feed

By SUE DIXONESTONG

LIHUE — A high-tech economic
diversification project, linked to the
advanced technologlcal capablhnes
of GTE Hawaiian Telephone and the
Pacific Missile' Range ‘Facility, is
steadily taking form on Kauai.

Gary. Baldwm and Sue Kanoho
might sound like they’re borrowing
from the pages of some Sci-Fi sce-

{  nario when they talk about the multi-

million project, but they 're confident
that $300,000. in cold cash will be
‘avallable soon to begin a feasibility
study for the project. '
Baldwin is chairman of the Kauai

: ;ECOHOI’[IIC Revitalization Committee,

‘an ad hoc’ group appointed by the

" Kauai Economic Development

Board (KEDB) to steer the istand to-
var econormc div erSLﬁcatlon Heis

to come from a $§9 million grant pro-
posal that has been submitted to the
U.S. Departinent of Commetrce, Eco-’
nomic Development Administration.
Mavor JoAnn Yukimura an-

- a base of that “nature .

essence, gomg to need people o man
design mouey $250, 000 is e\pected ’

‘ Gary Baldwin ¢
nounced early ‘this week that the
county’s Office of Economic Devel-

nent has’ nequested the '$9 million
grant to aid ineconomic diversifica-

"I you’ ré gomg to do a hlgh-Lech

: -fdl\ ersification pro ject, and you're at-

emptmg to find more business with
. you are. in

those* ‘computers, " Baldwin said. "So
we have to train people.”

Inouye’s proposal Baldwin said,
will be considered in the 1993-94 fis-
cal year grants.

See HIGH.TECH nn 4.17
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- lishment of a continuing summer pro-
‘gram and the foundation of The
Kauai Institute as an independent.

* ponpiofit. high level think-tank and

fearning center dedicated to the study

of all issues in media and communi-
cations:

“The first annual American Film
Inistitute/Kauai Institute Summer
© Program is expected to be held here
this summer.

. Fields of study to be addressed by
the institute will include film. video.
photography . publishing. journalism.
advertisipg, telecommunic ations and

, .all related: technologies.

Programs will range from high

i proﬁle nssue-onented conferences to

T hands-on training seminars. Topics

¢ "of study will span from creative de-
¢ velopment to new systems of delivery

 torethicaland cultural issues through-
out the commumcauo ns field.

stopped KED‘ 10
ona couple of reia&ed«t

known 'as the nauon s
film and televisiort trmmng oi'g*amza-
tion. will team up to* sponsor lhe
event. Eid

In Augu-s‘t'.v me

Spielberg’s- "Jixra 5
gather on Kauax Thbit

e, we need a partner-
 find projects that are

st happily with what the 1mk1ngof meb}ockbustermo\ﬁc ".

 sra/Kauai Times photo maL d’ filty

T

- ‘Kauai's magnificent physical envi-

(IS strategic location in the Pacific
- ‘Ogean™ Drosd said. "In addition,
'KICM will build on Kauai's long-
nme reputatxon as a magor motion
pxcmre fllmmg location."
- 7! “Given the enormous support we
'ha\e re received from the business
community and visitor industry.
thxough a partnership’ with KEDB.
e.are very excited about the future
£ of this project.” ‘
. Regxstrauon information on the
.. ¢ summer program will be announced
soon:

Kauai and'is expec
riational aﬂenuo’

tmg edﬂe of ﬁlm' ec olog\, :
Kauai Fﬂm~ C@mrmsmonerv Jud

INDEPENDENT REPBESENTATIVE FOR THE BENEFICIARIES OF THE
AWAHAN HOMES COMMISSION ACT
APPLICATIONS AND NOMINATIONS SOUG HT

it, State of Hawan will be holding a hearing
sthe Court so determines, to appoint an
fit: the. mterest ‘of the beneficiaries of the
| parsons of requisite Hawaiian ancestry
eligible. to recewe |ease fots: ufid ¢ Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, in
negotiations with the State of’ Hawan,‘pursuant to-Hawaii H.B. 2014-93, which is
I expected to become faw. \Jhder. the setﬂement reached by the parties in Ka'ai'ai et

al. v. Drake etal, Cw No 92 642-10(Haw 1&t.Cir. Settlement entered June 10,
wilt Be appointed by the Circuit Court for the
"E‘{?993-1 994 fiscal year, $200,000 has been
dependent, representatwe and pay other ex-
ent representative will require significant expendi-
€ Sointment and convening of the 1994 session
s e class, the State of Hawaii, and the Court,
p‘re$enta’twe who is an attorney, and who has
rnErcval or complex litigation would be’ of’
" and that knowledge of the rights of benefi- |
fission "Act is helpful but not necessary.
ot wish to preciude individual beneficiaries:
Aes froriy applying for the post of independent repre-
atmg persons wheo are not attorney for the position..Fees
sroval:by the First Circuit Court. Persons
nt or in making @ nomination as the case may’ §
e of \he .appllcant ‘of the nominee, and. supporting
mformahon to the fdllowmg nigtifatar than' July 20, 1993. if nominations are made
the person nommated must cdnsen\ in wntmg, to hHis or her.consideration.

Firgt Carcmt in that lmgano
appropnated to oompensate

. ofthe Hawaii Legtl
beheve that an’ | (

or others who 'étb"n

‘Steven S.Michaels
‘Dept. of the. Att'y. Gen.
i* 425 Queen Street
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-develop future plans for the base

. _ronment and tropical allurc-as well as'

o e e

From A-1 éf‘hw@;w SN

"What it (the grant) does. is. stant
the training for the kids in.the: Mgh
schools and the college to- lea(m.
Baldwinsaid. " And it fosters the pub-
lic/private partmership.” L

PMRF. with its. soplusucated
computer capabilities. playsa pi
role in the proposed high-tech: pLa;n.
Members. of the revitalization coim-
mittee have been \\orkmg closgly
with PMREF s Capt. Robert Mulli

"We have spenta lotof tithe leam~
ing what PMRF does in: testing-and:
evaluation.” Baldivin said: "The so+
phistication of their high-tech imag-
ing and their high-tech simulation;
programs is phenomenal. It's one. of}
the only places that goes from 8. 008
feet under the ocean to 4.000 feet
above at Makaha and is totally lmked“*
to computers.” =

Baldwin said Mullins has beeﬂ»
open and helpful as the rev ltahzauon:‘
commiitee exploresways to; dx\ ersnﬁ 4
the base. o

"If we’re goingto protect mc base.w
we need a partnership bem een a.he,,
community, and the base:to, find:pro-.,
jects that are environmentally Serisi
tive and that can co-exist happily withs
what we're doing." he saic.. "} thinks

< . they're (PMRF personnel) tiving.": %
"We. wanted to capitalize on y e p ) ;

Development of the communicas « w
tions end of the diversification pro-
ject is dependent on installation of an';
underground fiber-optic cable: bemg i
developed by GTE Hawaiian Tel. ‘f‘,‘“

The interisland submarine sy stem ‘
would link Kauai. Oahu. Maui and
the Big Island and allow ‘access 0 -
Maui's super computer. The 5y stem
is still in the development. stage. but- ;
when it is developed it could open *
doors to a number of apphcamns. ﬂ
among themincreased capabilities in )
Kauai’s expanding film industry..

Forexample. Baldwin's: 'cLJuras- :
sic Park’s Steven Spnerberg mxgm )
have been able to simulate dinosaurs -
right hereonKauai had the cable been
available. ‘ \

*With that link. rather than hmmg
io go back there (California). _\(Q‘u
could actually make T. Rex appeamn
the computer here. and when Spncl- s
berg’s doing his screening of the ki
running away. he could actually's

But right now. that’s Jusmmosaur 3
3

dreaming. The $300.000 for: design

and planning. however. is almost 5
within grasp. With the money and the 5«
résultant completion of a fe'lSlblﬁt\

. plan. the next step will be possxble,, g

"We should have a design pian

that we can take to Congress indhe I
1993/94 fiscal year." Baldwin said. &

"We should :be-able to- say.
vou've given us the money to'd

plan. now we wantthe second build-
ing block. the $5.'$10 or $15 mumn |

we need to do somethmg w ith tHe
plan™" . Co

The goal. he said. is to create _m S,
notto createanother feasxbl«ht\ S
to gather dust on already cluticfed
desks. ‘ RN




ice cream parior
closed since the
opened and is 0Dce again

.. -full line of 31 flavors, frozen yogurt,
specialty desserts and other cool
xn,;lfeats SuIe {0
_.:hot sumimer days. The store is operat~
o1ing under new
..+Gary Baldwin and
& cently took over the
. ghip of the Kapaa location.

won

e ses R BEEI

: tional Car Rental on
known on the island for his
jnvolvement in community and visi-

- al office, Baldwinand Parkdr decided.

CHEX CEREALS avamienes. oo

o LEpELE NurwrT- . -
- neighbors in the community, were on

v

KAPAA — The Baskin-Robbins
at Kauai Village,
hurricane, has re-
offering its

hit the spot during these
management: partners
Pam Parker 1€~

franchise owner-

Baldwin, agency Owner of Na-
Kauai, is well-

to go into

Robbins stoit,
tions for their new venture.

Parker has an
degree in culinary arts
fornia Culinary Academy and 2
Rachelor’s in Business from Albany
State University.
ing has come in handy forthe Baskin-
Robbins operation,
were not the only ones
taking OVer this franchise location.
Baskin-Robbins interviewed other
potential OWners
Gary’s comMunity. involvement and

G gus -

people." The store offers a 10 percent
Kamaajana discount on all products.
In addition to-the popular jce cream
cones and sundaes. the shop offers 2
variety of other products,and serv-
ices, including cake-and-ice cream
cakes and other ice cream desserts
that can'be purchased on the spot or
custom ordered 48 hours in advance.
Baskin-Robbins also offers ice
creams-that are light (half the calo-
ries), sugar-free, OT fat-free for those
who are health '
features frozen yoguit also. with
some flavors available in sugar free
and/or fat free varietes. In addition,

business together and now
Parker works full-time inthe Baskin-

handling daily opera-
Associates of "Arxis
from the Cali-
Her culinary {rain-
“she notes, "We

interested in

also, but 1 think

tor industry activities. Parker. aWai- my culinary background gave us an the Kauai Village store offers daily
Jua resident, was Sales Manageratthe edge. IWsthe perfect qombinationfop “half-price - specials Qn:-pr‘epackaged :
Kauai Hilton last year, jeaving the a business like this." . L frozen yogurt in pints and quai'ts.
hotel during the Outrigger change- o : Baskin-Robbins at the Kauai Vil-
over to accept a position working for Parker emphasizes that their store - 1age is.openseven daysa week, Sun-
Baldwin as director of sales and mat- is highly "customerl service-ori- ~ day b : hur._séay'-fmm; Wam’
ketingforKauai?sNatiomlﬁCarRant— ented ! and| yhavé-{apgtspmljiébm- ,and.F-ﬁ‘&léysv-;aadSaﬁ}rdaysﬁ

f thie Tocal " paL

~PREPARED FRESHD PILY
' TERIVAKIBEEF. . JERICOD
CHAR SIU SPARE RIBS, SHOYU CHICKEN
| ” CHAR S1U CHICKEN DRIED BEEF_ -
HOLSUM FLUFFY BREAD wirsurat - 279 | | KOREAN Sﬂggmﬁﬁmgﬁﬂ‘fﬂ BEEF
LOVES BREAD WHITE/GOLDEN WHEAT wwamassse ib. 'ﬂ-gg ,} AVA“.ABLE EVERYTHURSDAY » .
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S Kauai during

conscious. The store.

. reacheda‘grﬁerhéMOchﬂ ,
i  Morning. It would elimin e.the

Matlhick O1 Ly ~es> -
Iniki and later returned

with cameras from their video pro-
duction- company 10 focus on the
spirit of the islanders making a come-
back.

"Hurricane Aloha’s is:dedicated
to all Hawail residents and visitors as
a testimony to the power of Hawaii’s
Aloha spirit.

Hurricane Science: "Hurricane
Science," airing Saturday, Sept. 1lat
$:30 p.m., takes a scientific ook into
the eye of a hurricane with Bob
Sheets, Director of the National Hur-
ricane Centet, and

National Oceanic arid Atmosphenic
Administration and MIT.

scientists fromthe P

SITOILECE ausxa~—r"" «
1990s than ever before, st
now flying right into the
more about these destruc

Surviving the Hurrice
ingthe Hurricane" isap!
that provides resident
cane’s path with plannit
edness procedures t0 2
injury and vast prop
During this one-hourp
airs Thursday, Sept.
basic guidelines 0 he
ared for a potential
-sented: tips onwhatto
-shopping, securing b

Legislators S

HONOLULU — A no fault in-
suranice bill aimed at atfracting DeW
insurance companies info Hawaii and
increasing the availability of insur-

House .and,Senate -negotiatd

wiake-all comers” P!
ing law, give judges
in cases involving u
prohibit fee-splittin

ance overage, Will b the; subject ofa .providers,” tlarify

public/fearibe befotéthe Hogse, Tsack’ unins

~ Comimities  Consumer Pratection coverages. and ad
" and Commerce on Vionday “after- tory réquirements !

noon, Committee Chair Robert . panies doing busiz

§ Bunda announced today.

he
tic

Aloha and
Tyson's

By Arlene Pratt

7l be sharing recipes,

Home Economist

welcome again to “Noy
Homwaii Home Econom

cooking h

[
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}  WASHINGTON, D.C. — Sen.
Daniel K. Akaka was among 35
senators who, in a letter t0 President
Clinton, expressed strong conceril
about the effectof the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
! on the domestic\sugar industry. The
fetgér was sent , the President at a
ctitical time whenU.S. frade negotia-
‘tors have begun'discussions with
Ytheir Mexican coﬁ{ngeWMS on sup-

v

{ LHUE- Mayon

¥nounce that Roberta Chailes, Prop-
Yerty Refcbyéry/Specialisﬁ, is now
“ available to assist Kauai's Senior

Citizens with Hurricane Iniki-related

Museum’s
Spring fair '
readied

< LIHUE— The Kauai Museum’s
- first ever Spring Craft Fair will be
“held on April 3, from 9 a.m. t0 4 p.m.
. on the grounds of the Kauai Museum.

Vendor space is still available.

This Spring Fair will have a wide

variety of handcrafted items. Easter
“bunnies, " hung mui” lollipops, koa
«jewelry. feather hatbands. quilted pil-
-jow/blankets, stationary, pottery, cut
: flowers, lauhala‘hats and bags, and a
- wonderful selection of wearables.
. Kilohana Canoe Club will be on hand
- serving "local kine grinds.”
. If anyone wishes t0 make a contri-
<bution ‘to the sale,
s please call the'museurn at 245-6931.

The museum is providing free pick up
- for donated items.

LI h“=Al"

NAFTRA'’s effect on
questioned by

: JoAnn
Yykimura and the County Office of
{Elderly Affairs are p!eaied to an--

Sen.

plemental commitments to NAFTA
and the administration is assessing
the chances of passing the trade
agreement in the Senate, .

The domestic sugar industry is
threatened by NAFTA because Mex-
ico would be permitted to send an
unlimited amount of sugar to the
United States in the seventh year of
the agreement. Mexico now produces
3.5 million tons of sugar annually, but

Seniors offered insurance

adjusting guidance

insurance problems. ‘

Charles is well'versed in insurance
imediation and will act as a advocate
for Kauai seniors 60 years and older
who are éxperiencing problems re-

garding insurance settlements. She-

will also -aid with questions about
comrécto,rs; rebuilding’ and Iniki re-
Jated housing problems.

This service is being made possi-
ble through the County of Kaugi's

- Office of Elderly Affairs Iniki Disas- *

ter Assistance Prograins. These pro-
grams receive 100 percent funding
through 2.$1,000,000 grant from-the
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services Administration on Ag-
ing and the State Executive Office on
Aging, Office of the Governor.

~ All Kauai senior citizens who
need assistance in these arcas are
urged to call Charles at the Office of
Elderly Affairs, at 241-6400, Mon-
day through Friday, between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

E ALL KAUM

\ . FREE
3 Carpet Cleaning Compary

Cleans Deep, Drigs Faste Leaves No Sticky Residue E{
» Bacteria, Odor Free « "Baby Safe’ y—

| WE GET RED DIRT AND WATER STAINS oUTIf;

#arch 24, 1993, Kaual Times B-3

production is not adequate to fully
satisfy internal demand.

Nonetheless, Mexico could begin
shipping large quantities. of sugar t0
the U.S. by pufchaﬁhg; foreign sugar,
typically Cuban or Common Market
sugar, t0 supply.its domestic needs.
Sugar grown in M,exic“c‘)-wbuld then
be available for shipment+o the U.S.
This tactic is known as import substi-
tution.

As currently drafted, NAFTA
would spell disaster for sugar,” pro-.

 claimed Akaka. "Unless import sub-

stitution is outlawed, Mexican sugar
will flood our markets, drive down
prices, and force U.S. producers out
of business."

The letter to President Clinton ad-
dressed this issue by stating: "We do
not believe that the NAFTA should
be interpreted to encourage Mexico
to substitute other sweeteners for

* sugar in order to create a domestic

sugar surplus for the purpose of ex-
porting the surplus to the United
States. - '

Akaka said, "NAFTA is a jobs’
issue for Hawaii. Our sugar workers
have experienced hardship in recent
years, but NAFTA would mean addi-
tional woes." Employment in the Ha-
waiian industry has shrunk by 40
percent in the past decade, and cane
acreage has declined 25 percent.

"Thirty-five senators represent a
powerful voting block in the Senate,”
Akaka added. "Especially for legisla-
tion as controversial as NAFTA."

ET DEODORIZING




‘Hawaii’s quest
Quality health care for all

Hawaii deserves a chance to
prove it can get better medical
- care for its people by using

federal Medicaid dollars to buy

private health insurance for
welfare recipients.

Gov. John Waihee presented
- his five-year Medicaid
demonstration
program to
President Clinton
and top health and
human services
officials in
Washington earlier
this week. Now it's
up to the Clinton
administration to
approve the
waivers Hawaii
needs to get
around federal
regulations.

The Hawalii pilot
project would
remove federal and
state money from
the archaic,
insufficient
Medicaid reimbursement system
and pour it into health
insurance premiums for about
70,000 welfare-eligible
individuals. At the same time, it
would present an opportunity to
improve benefits for 19,000
people enrolled in the State
Health Insurance Program for
“gap group” citizens — those
not covered by the workplace
or welfare.

The state would set a
per-capita rate and leave it to
competing health plans to
provide the best service for the
price. People on public
assistance would be freed from
the stigma of being unwanted
-“Medicaid patients” and might
be more likely to seek timely
preventive care.

Waihee

We're hopeful the scheme will

fulfill the promise of improved
_health care for needy residents
of our state. But we're not
convinced that health-care costs
can be cut by a scheme that
expands coverage and services.
Some doctors think the state’s
move toward
“managed care”
will cause some
medical
rofessionals to
eave.

State Health Care
Administrator
Winifred Odo says
that if planning
assumptions play
out over five years,
the state won't pay
any more than it
B would under

| Medicaid. Like
Clinton’s
deficit-reduction
plan, long-term
savings could be
realized from
slower annual growth in
expenses. Odo says a projected
15 percent annual rise in
Medicaid costs might slow to 10
percent after the program takes
effect.

That remains to be seen, even
assuming that effective
case-management and
preventive medicine can reduce
costs by lessening the need for
acute care.

Clinton has challenged the
states to come up with
innovative solutions to
health-care delivery problems.
Now that Hawaii has a
promising idea that could serve
as an example to the nation, we
fully expect Washington to join
us in our quest for universal
health care.

Military at UH

Lea

By Henry Ta
Dallas E_E/Iorriing Ni

Fifty~one d:
waited and w
They analyzed
the Branch D:
Mount Carmel,
They bugged

~ played mind g:

bers. And they
figure out wha
self-styled me:
flock, really wa
But when it
end, federal au
were no more
with this religic
they were whe
on the compoun
Federal Bure
special agent B
shaken when
roomful of repc
noon and vainl
why his agency
Branch Davidi:
their own build:
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and horror that
we saw those fl:
was, ‘Oh, my (
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By PETER WOLF

LIHUE — When former county
economic development director Kir-
sten Baumgart Turner conducted a

special economic task force meeting

for the state DBED last week. she
wasn’t spared the fiery language of
community leaders facing dire eco-
NOIIC Straits.

"People have lost faithinthe basic
institutions." said June Stark of Kauai
Community College.

“The local and statc governments
are uninformed and insensitive to the
needs of the community." said Gary
Baldwin. manager of National Car
Rentals on Kauai.

"Nothing has been done 10 mm-
gate the hurricane-ravaged image."
said Peter Herndon. who is the repre-
sentative of the owners of the Outrig-
ger-Kauzu

Baumgart Turner was on hand to
‘ : ccnduct the annual review of the
S - I‘!;aual Overall Economic Plan. The

'lbdzvzszon and the (.Iepowtor of age. from k force gathering was part of the

to his predzcamenf Neu‘h P the developer nor rocess that the federal Eco-
5 lust resort. vélopment Administration

, aumgarl Tumer who is an eco-
homic recovery consultant in
DBED's Business Support Division.
along with Janet L. Sena. a commu-
nity economic developrhent consult-
ant. joined a growing list of
govemnment officials hearing about
the necd for a quick fix and less long-
term planning.

As Tani Bova, grant administrator
for the United States Travel & Tour-
ism Administration. said, "Sure. it is
her job to keep the long-term plan-
ning process going. But that group

grower owns Esaki Farms.
The new concrete dmmagc cul- &
vert built by developers of the sub- :
ed to exchange a  divisionpours runoffwater directly

1 with Asaki for intoa ficld where a vegetable stor-

 'But so small the age warchousc stood before Hurri-
; give to me, it's  canc Iniki destroved it.

- nount of damage “They told me that thisisa natu
more than what ral drainage.” Esaki said. "But 1§
aid. arguc with them that when you
; on vacation in  construct any thing. the word natu
for the drainage ral becomes not natural anymore." |
yved. has owned 'The "natural" flow of water has §
o the subdivision been re-dirccted onto acreage Once g
former vegctable See FARMER on A-6 5

N Rt

ince the property
tered. how can it

quick fix.

demomhzed community." Bovasaid.

CoMmumty leaders

not long-ran

care of by the government.

state- Department of "
o _omlc Dev elopmem &

wants everybody to know the com-
munity is unhappy with the lack ofa

"You are looking at a completely
She also agrees with Stark that there

used to be a certain security felt be-
‘cause basic needs would be taken

action
e plans

*But the government scems un-

able or unwilling to get Kauai going

again." she added.

Baldwin blames the state govern-
ment for either not knowing or not
caring about Kauai’s problems.

Task force members were ncarly
unanimous in predicting a gloom and
doom future for Kauai — if some-

See MASS on A-2

id. refused to pay
1s delivered to his
,ed she said, even

1 o manbmnat
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thing isn’'t done now.

“In September, entitlements run
out If we are o avert more social
problems, we have to get tourism go-
ing again," said Herndon. "Tourismis
the only thing'that can bring back Lhc
economy quickly.” ,

Sue Kanoho, executive dirccter of
the Kauai Economic Dcvelopxﬁent
Board, said that when unemployment
insurance runs out Kauai is going to
seeanother exodus of people fromthe
island.

"People who are barcly hangmg
on, won’t have a choice. Evcn homc~
giveup
( afxre salem 1 iex couplc

 "When people don’ thavc jObS zmd

hang on?" Bova said. "We have al-
rcady lost many quality people fo
Maui jobs and even jobs on the Main-
land. Most tell me, they’re not come-
ing back."

Bova aiso sces the "chicken or
egg" syndrome in play. ‘s

"Hotels that can open don’t want
to open yet, because therc is nothipg
else forvisitors to do." she says. "But
the other things to do — like the boat
tours and restaurants — can’t get go-
ing without hotels bnngmg in
guests."

Baldwin said that séme hotels
aren’t opening because Kauai isn’t
being actively marketed. ‘

In fact, according to Hcmdon
Kauai has been the victim of active
negative marketing.

“The HVB actually had a cam-
paign that pointed out that only gnc
island was devastated by the hwri-
cane,” Herndon pointed out. -

Kanoho said that Kauai is sccmg a
lack of support from the rest of the
state and that in many cascs other
islands have been "sabotaging” Kauai
by saying the island isn’t open. so
come to ‘our’ istand instcad.

When Baumgart Tumner tried-to
bring the group’s focus back ta;the
Jong-tern overall plan she met resis-
tance again. The lastupdate had taken
place prior to the hurricanc and was
based on an economy in a rapid
growthperiod. That development had
put strains on " infrastructure and
quality of life." said the pian.

"We’re not a community looking
to develop.” said Bova about long-
term infrastructure problems. "we 're
a community looking to recover.”

Herndon said that 70 to 80 percent
of the Kauai cconomy is dependent
upon tourism. "That's gone. We need
to get marketing program funding
and going to let the world know
Kauai is open for business."

Bova pointed out that some anti-
growth people have advocated clos-
ing the airport and the harbors and
keeping cverybody away.
 "Well, we've tried that." she said.
" think cveryone agrecs that wasn't
much fun.

don’t have entitlements. how do they |



By JO EAGER

LIHUE — Although the big push in Kauai’s
visitor industry is planned for spring, Kauai

Hotline coordinator Lin Brazil says no one’s

going to be turned away. if they want-to come

now. _

"We’re prepared for them," she told the Kauai Times.

The word from the Hotline is that there will b no official opening because
' to say that would be to imply that the island is currently closed. Instead, Brazil

said, people are being told what hotéls are open and when others will follow
suit,

Brazil said that many lmajor properties don’t plan to open until fall. These
include Waiohai, Poipu Beach Hotel, Kiahuna Plantation; ocean front at the
Sheraton Kauai and Coco Palms. It’ll probably be fall for the Sherato
Princeville, too, she said, and the Westin is shooting for June. .

Events are planned throughout May. "We're calling it d major celebration,”
said Brazil. "We are in the process of putting together a calendar of events.
Hopefully, we’ll have activities all over the island throughout May. It really
is a celebration that most of the facilities are reopening.”

" The Kauai Promotions Committee, a mayoral advisory group, got together

“others for recreational purposes.

to plan events for May, said Brazil. Events are still in the planning stage, but
some of the activities they’re aiming for include: May Day by the Bay in
Hanalei, the Charity Walk, which is an annual event sponsored by the Hawaii
Hotel Association, a Taste of Hawaii with chiefs-from various restaurants and
hotels preparing the food and others.” - -

. Brazil, who is coordinating the events, also mentioned thé PATA confer-
ence May 6 to 9 with travel executives from all over the Pacific.- There’s a
possibility of a fun day, an event which was held for a few consecutive years
following Iwa. It’s geared toward residents with team games, food and
entertainment. "The need after Iwa was to get out and have a good time," said
Brazil. . e e o :

Alani Twaski, a spokesnian for Mayor JoAnn Yiikimura’s office, said the
¢ounty'will fociis on the visitor.indusfry throughott May as well. "The mayor
is concerned with getting attractions ready,” he said, pointing out that the
county is attempting to specify c_eruiin beaches for temporary housing and

" Brazil said recovery from Hurricane Iniki can be looked at two ways. Either
the glass is half full or half empty. Some people see all the green that has
grown back, others see only where it’s still bare.

newspapers.

~ The attitude of people who dial the Hotline plays a part in the response
from this end, Brazil said. If people are hesitant about coming in the first place,
then now might not be the right time to visit here. But if they really want to
come, even though travel agents may advise against it, then they probably
should come ahead. '

As far as attractions, everything that was available before is open now,
Brazil said. "Helicopters, boats, kayaks, golf courses, tennis facilities, some
hiking trails." ‘

Although reconstruction is yet to be done at Poipu Beach Park, the Hotline
staff is not advising tourists to stay away from the area. "Properties that are
open in Poipu would-be angry if they thought we were directing people away,"
said Brazil. "Shipwreck (Beach) is fine; the beach at the Hyatt is beautiful."
Poipu has a lot of condos and bed and breakfasts that are open, she added.

The Hotline is advising people that road conditions are not good out to
Spoutirig Hom, one of Kauai’s biggest tourist attractions. ’ )

Tourists are interested in Kauai. The hotline has now received over 14,000
calls to the nugnb{ar which is advertised in travel publications. Most of the
response comes from news releases sent to more than 500 magazines and

“HURRICANE!
" WHAT
HURRICANE?

TIME OUT: Recovery from
Hurricane Iniki continues every-
where on Kauai. But there is al-
ways a need for a break. In photo
at left, Janna Irons and Bronson
Howard spend time at Hanalei
. Bay. In the two shots below, the

Zietz family does the same thing.
~Left photo below shows how
helpful siblings can be, as Sandy,
2, is aided by big sister, Hailey, 7,
" and hrathor. NDustv_ R as she tries



"~ By CHARLIE VESPOLI

If it smells like a rose and looks
keit's arose it’s probably a "we are
ine months away from the last hur-
carie.” So I sense it's fair to react to
1¢ Yukimura Administration results,
hey have had enough time to show
swhat they can do. Getting their job
erformance report from us. their
psses, the public. seems to be in
rder.

The born and raised locals. at least -

¢ ones I hear from. really sense a
ck of down to earth caring about
ieir economic future. The counties
crsistence on trying to shut down the
pater. the lack of a strorig consistent
Laxketmg effort. shows us thdt our
conomy is not being led out of it’s
isastrous shape. You can tell us you
¢ in favor of rebuilding our visitor
dustry, but what you are showing us
that it's just lip service.
_Politicians are well practiced in
lling the people what they want to
ear. while sticking 1o their private
senda. Remember Clinton’s no
xes for the middle class promise
rior to the election. well, our Kauai
>rsion of this whistling in the wind,
the mayor’s lip service to rebuild-
g OUr eConomly.

From what I see and hear. she is
ot going to get the job done. Even if
u discount her intent you can judge

her administration by results. The
ecight ball that Kauai is behind has
gotien bigger.

The South Side visitor destina-
tions are still in ruin. The Waiohai’s
new owner has begun considering
selling if off, so that opening is well
over a year away. Kiahuna and the
Sheraton are still in disrepair. They
are also at least six months to a year
away. The South Side will not come
along with any financial clout forat
least a year.

The only hope for jobs looks to be
the Westin and the Princville hotels.
If only we could have spent as much
money for re-marketing Kauai as we
spent onthose buses. I realize and am

grateful for the work that is currently |

being done on our behalf, but we vot-
ers have to decide if our current
mayor really is cable of doing her
part.

Iwould bebacking offonthistype
of concern if we. as a community,
were getting the right signals. 1 tell
you I've voted for Yukimura every
time she has run. 1 lost business and
income as a result of my support for
her. Inan over-hearted econoniy, her
agenda made sense, but only a fool
never changes his mind.

If she had put in place a team ca-
pable of running the store while she
was away, our mayor might have
been able to go on a few week tour of

Kauai gets $800.000

Japan or spend a couple of weeks in
Califomnia doing press. I see a very
scattered. ineffective presence by her
in this arena.

Perhaps selling Kauai as a place to
vacation is something she just can’t
pull off. This ty pe of ability is sorely
needed. OK, w hat also upsets’nie is
her lack of pressure, let alonerestilts.
at the state Legislature to build the
Kapaa bypass road. It would be nice

to see a future mayor of Kauai raise ~

holly frell-about having to twait sis

J

years for that badly needed road to be
finished. But there again. it’s an issue
that does no seem important enough
to our county leaders.

I wonder if I called the County
Building would anyone from the
mayor's office verify that the mayor
has already raised $400,000 for her
next campaign. I khow that her fun-
draisers on Oahu have been well at-
tended.

" ‘What I believe is happeningisalot
of overly concerned off-island envi-

ronmentalists, many who have
money, seeing the mayoras someone
who can implement a pro-environ-
mental approach to governing Kauai.

She is delivering on their invest-

* ment. Shutting down boaters proved

thatone. All T know forcertain is that
Kauai's people are starting to really
get nervous: We have all seen our
household overhead go way up and
the future does not look reassuring.

Remember The Golden Rule.
whoever has the gold rules,

Kauai Times, July 7, 1993 A-y
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By CHARLIE VESPOLI

Maybe you don’t see it, maybe
you don’t want to mention it, maybe
you're responsible for helping to cor-
rect it. Maybe, like me. you don’t like
passing out the bitter pill. And if
someone can prove me wrong, [
would like to hear about it.

Kauai is still suffering from a col-

lapsed. economy. There is no oiher .

way to put it.

Except for the huge amount of
work left on the beaches and the re-
soris of Poipu. the island looks fixed
up. Lots of new homes, the merchants
such as Jim Saylors Jewelers have
nicely upgraded their retail environ-
ment. Things look great. Although
this work has taken a lot of effort, we
as a community will suffer a let down
as things get back to normal.

The shock of seeing that destruc-
tive dance of nature last Sept. 11. the
-horror that our neighbor’s lives went
through. the anxiety that some of us
had prior to setiling our insurance
claims. the rewards that those long
days of rebuilding gave us. this leaves
us as a group of citizens who have
been through a very destructive or-
deal. - ]
~ T'would ask youto realize that now
is not the time to stand down. It would
be.natural now to want to stand up
and cheer and pat ourselves on the
back and say we did it. Well, we are
frankly doing the easy part.

The new buildings and the repairs
take sweat and struggle but the
money was there. the professional
builders had the skills, we were faced
with a challenge which was not diffi-
cult to imagine solving. Building is

Waioli Mission Home

HANALEI— Waioli Mission
House mwuseum in Hanalei will re-
open on Saturday. Aug. 6. Guided

Charlie Vespoli

never easy. but it’s also not a rocket
science. -

Rebuilding an eco nomy requires a
completely different set of profes-
sionals. Plus. it’s a problem that can't
be readily observed unless you notice
that there are a lot less permanent

jobs:

The incumbent and- the growing
number of mayoral challengers need
to talk to us about their plans to get us
back to our pre-Iniki lev el of com-
merce. We have lifted ourselves out
of the physical wreckage. but [ am
sorry to report that was the casy part.
We are now entering the more chal-
lenging phase of rebuilding Kauai’s
visitor industry.

Alarm bells are starting to ring.
People are running out of unemploy-
ment insurance, the bankers are re-
porting a substantial increase in
repossessed cars. When citizens are
unable to make their car payments.

prints were spared serious damage by
Hurricane Iniki. but the grounds. part
of the beautiful. natural backdrop of

that’s a sure sign of trouble. I wonder
how many of you politicians have
ever had this kind of pressure in your
lives.

We have been asked to say

_prayers. to’ speak out! to stick to-

gether, w ell Ilsnow that a lot of us
would feel a:bit more settled if the

- problem was’, acknou ledged and so-

lutions debated and planned

Now is the time 1o be good and
i : [ march but let
us know. how and w hen we will have
a chance -to, reinflate Kauai's col-
lapsed economy.

Still missing are approumately 60
percent of our hotel rooms. The slow-
ness in r'eoiaéning many of out hotel
propertics is becomiing a real prob-
lem. The $.000 missing hotel rooms,
the missing $400 miltion from our
anpual economy represent a collapse.

Don’t you ever assume that you
are not involved in this. Life here
drives home a very productive point.
we are all very much in {his together.
From the local guy who loves to go
shoreling fi hmg 10 the new haole
) tho-would like to stay here.
we want to hear a recognition of the
seriousness of the problem.

We are at least owed a promise to
come up with a plan to get back to a
more enduring and stabilizing pros-
perity.

This issue. our plans to rebuild our
conunercial base. will be the key is-
sue-in the upcoming mayoral race,
Citizens vote their pocketbooks. We
have to realize that whoeverwins this
race will also be involved in rebuild-
ing Kauai. It’s time to realize that it’s
going to take two to three years to
rebuild our family business.

re-opens

Robert Schleck. curator. Most have
started to grow again.
For the next six to eight weeks,




a gast gy wing mdusm that com fes
people computers, modenis, ihter-
active communications and lots-of -

inforniation.

“Thayne Taylor and his wife Lynn.
owiters and operators of Hawaii On-
Liné:opened the doors (6 their bulle-

{in board setvice in'May ofthis yéar: - S
Their service offers Kauai: resrdentS":,

(and people in the rest of the state) an
alinost: limitless supply of mforma-
tion and services. :

"First of all. Hawaii Oane is- a‘»f
1l.service community “bulletin i

boartl:We arcopéning up to the com-
mumt)

ftewide basis. to provide a service
taithe commumt\ for electromc mail

Tavlor: who is:the >presrclen

%mpan\ : -
“We currenfly ha\ ¢ 8.5 gigabyw

ar;d we're C\pandmg tlmt up to 17

- gl .
1 A "gigabyte" is one thousmd bil- *

abytes."

lipn bytes.abyte bei ingone; character
1 "Most of ourfiles, I"d say:90 per-

cént arg on CD-rom storage " We re
oking at this bullgtinboard as a . ay

¢ ple to e.\chan_ge information.”

\\ii‘ih other USErs that are onlme in‘an
oben orum-st\' le of 'co'irilmmicatio n

lrrust is-resery atxons -0 all .
bed zmd breakfast \acatlon";

~Also mcluded “ ould be res-

~ which it can'be, obtamed isw

jons for activities' and Testau=" 3
rams " Ta\lorsald g R

not on a local basis. buta _that:

school studentsr and - types. of

- information and servicés. The quan-*-

tity=of mformanon _nd the speed at
.lnt ap-

N

peals to people.”-

-other-way- for people 10" commum-

’ cate. Youcansenda massive am_oun_t

of information over theling-via com-

- puter Tt used tobethat you conld only
"send mformatxon t 110 bits per sec-

, - veéry user frrendly for the- frrst time:
' "Teleconmmni‘catron is’ _]USI. an—‘w

-time day or .
s .a "systop"

ble on CD-rom

“there That people have acces$ {0 but
user s ~ Fjust don’t realize it." Taylor said. In

= *gddition fo U.S. government docu-
ments Fldonet an international net-
".work. can be accessed through
< Hawaii- OnLine bullctm board. The

The slteer quantltv of mformauon
Cav arlable through modem -aceess is -
- limifess: Taylor said ‘that the’ U: S
govemment now offem a complete

L R

- and request information from a vari-
" ety- of data bases.”

gble_from global sources. a beginner

There i is a’lot of mformanon out’

network allows -a-viser- to -send aiid -
" receive E-mail from 'u'ound the world

With so much information avail-

> nn Te aylor are owners-and. ’operators of a compute "bulletm boa d

ervice. tI at offe Vlocal residents an almost. Izmltless supply af mformatum -and services.

‘ma) encounter techmcal problems or

have questions on the system, Tay lor
said that he and his wife do receive.a

lot of questions from fnst-tune users.

"We get questions not onlv deal-
ing with the bulletin board, bﬂt ques-
tions dealmg wrth computer

~hardware, software. the w hole ganiut.

We-do alotof consultmg work here
Forthe first-time user, they havea lot
of questions that need to be an-
swered."

‘For that reason, Tavlor wrll be
conducting a workshop to help an-
swer questions, The three-hour train-
ing session will cover the major areas

ofw orkmg with telecommumcattons '

1

- Thomas Tamura/Kaua; Tlmes photo

softwan are.’ It W ill.be held at Kaueu N
Commumtv College on Aug 5 begm-
ning at 6 p.m.in Busmess Educatmn‘
Rm. 103. The fee forthe A oxkshop is:
$10.- i

“Taylor holds a bachelor of science
degree in ‘management mformauon
systems from Colorado State Univer-
sity. He-has more.than-20-ycars e\pe-
rience as a computer consultant
systems integrator and spftware “des.

eloper He has owned two computer;
bulletin - boards Jincluding Hawalf
OnLine. - - - -

For more mformahon on the
workshop. or Hawaii OnLine. oall

246-1880. -
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By SHELLY ZECK:

_ LIHUE — A majority of Kauai Beach Villas condo-
minium owners are looking foraway out. And they figure
the bestway to relinquish ownership withoutloosing their:
pants on the open market is to put their properily up for
timeshare sale.

Recently Pahio Vacation Ownership. Inc., &
Princeville timeshare sales company. purchased fourunits’
from Grand Beach and Haseko Resots, Inc. Partnership.
The company represents the majority of Kauai Beach
Villas investor/owners. o

~ Peter Herndon, general manager of the Hotel Division.
 for Hascko Resorts, Inc., said that the 120 limited partners
have not reatized the return on their money that they had
hoped for. The investors, he said, have a better chance of
recovering their money through timeshare than on the
open residential market.
" A large number of the limited partners have indicated

1o us that they wishto sell their units but have beenunable

“to do so at afavorable price inthe residential market," said
¢ Herndon in a writlen testimony submitted to the County
Planning Commission, whic ‘has been petitioned to rer
2o thevillds o7 GEShAreSAIEE 2. (o oo .
" Notallofthe ownersat the Villas. howes
partners iepresented by Haseko. Nor are.they:
in selling out to timeshare.

TomIrwin,a Kauai Beach Villas owner and Apartment
Owners Association board member. said h¢ doesn’t want
10 sell his unit, which is his primary residence.

"I hope to die there," he said.

1€ 111
iterested

that he and his wife bought their condo in December 1992

mainland and also hoped to spend their remaimng years
See TIMESHARE on A-2

Visitor rebound
till difficut

benchim:

e and her {
ol to raise B

£

Ines photu

© A 72-year old resident owner, Claude McMillin, said-

as a retirement home. He said they sold their house on the '

SFicult
- By SHELLY ZECK

visitor industry is tricky. It depends onwho you talk to.

POIPU — Mcasuting the rate of rebound in Kauai's »

Rick Riess, gencral manager of the Hyalt Regency

TIE TUNURDUUUpty | 1 PO S

fie - Nov. 207mn
\er return to Haw
va February. _
ut 1In the interim, she’s decided she
jan needs to find a job. "I've lived on
: $3,000 for the last year and a half,"
she said. "It’s been Teally hard," she

aii for the

all

i1 {etermined- that. the: same-.
- pricin structure: could-successfully
" beapplied toall existing rates.

- "Our primary objective is to ag-
% gressively market a quality product
w that is so competitively priced that
today’s value-conscious consumer
.4 immediately perceivesits worth," Er-
~ skine noted. *With the Hawaii tour-
s ism economy ina lull, we at-Papillon

recogrize our:tesponsibility to take.
action and do our.part to restote tour-

ism to the island.’ Papillon Hawaiian
* Helicopters has been operating in the
Hawaiian ‘Islands -for more than
twenty years, and we look forward to
the next twenty.years," he added. - -

twenty-minute "Highlight” packages
With'the new pricing structure, tours
1:as:t pular.’ ;

BILL'NO, 1580, Draft o
-ORDINANCE NO. B-445-93

' | ERAL FUND, FOR PURPOSES OF
§ | PURCHASES FOR AND OTHER MIS
FUMANE SOCIETY ($137,366.00)

plllons Pr@sident;, ;Gém_a»:-. ‘tet

lights: four W

Papilion Hawaiian ‘Helicopters -
operates-~_<:i'gfhte.enfdifferent.sceniq:-air: P
tours onfour-islands, ranging from: -1it

to two-hour deluxe sightseeing tours..

, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANGE. NO, B-428-93:AS /
i | RELATING TO THE OPERATING BUDGET OF THE COUNTY OF KAL

/hat T teach kids is to
giftsto serve. to help others,

each other to'be the best tha

bé:,;f!;'she’said.

$89pe
ill
person.- Fligltseeing tours
will begin ar $39 fora tiver
tour; and-on the Big Islanc
the 45-minyte:Volcand {ou
Oahu startat $79 for atwer
Highlights package. -

. All toursinclude inforn
narration while exploring
: ible areds afid vigw
’s ‘most spectacul
Nattation's are enhanced
music. and are available i

I

the following vote:
FOR ADOPTION:

1 | AGAINST ADOPTION: Kouchi
;¥ EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: Tehada

o A D it e

and approved b

as Ordinance No. B-445-93. .

L5 Libue, Hawali ‘
I Noveriber 2; 1993

}COUNTWC'[ERK"‘

B T TR L A i
~ lhereby certifythat Bill No. 1580, Draft 1, waspasged-onseg
by the Coundil of the County of Kauai at its megting held,on-

Asing, CorreagFukushima,
Munechika, Vdlenciano’ .

the Mayor on Novembér:,?;,-’{'

ondand;
ctobe %7

4

£ Gar )

12

""(Oﬁé’Pubiiéation - Kauai Times - Novernber 10,1993) _

BILL NO. 1567, Draft 2
< ORDINANCE NO. 640

«, A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
1 ~~n MY ~ODE 1987, RELATINGTO

HARTER 22, AR

FIREWORKS
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Beach Villas up for grabs

F&)@ =7 ! r;f';
atﬁheleas
"frwin said that he bought into the
Vlllas as an investment, and he feels
ﬁre value of his investment will di-
. _mlmsh if timeshare is allowed.
’_ * “"Banks justdon’t touch timeshare
. prOJects " he said.
McMillin said he felt "wronged"
Abecause the disclosure statement pro-
) Eﬁded to him by his Realtorbefore his
rchase ywas finalized made no men-
i nﬁh of the possibility of timeshare at
" Villas.

therewasa possrbﬂu} oftimeshare,"
f"ﬁ‘e*sm'd. '
W “Both men agreed that if the prop-
{ rtyvs ere sold out as timeshare, many

local Visitors would beeffectively ex-
# dfided from using the property . Irwin °

said that a staff reduction would also
Jbeinevitable.

i«gri‘“l’l‘re enmployees are nervous,” said

if!gi"' "And I don’ t blame them for
¢

{eing nervous about their jobs."

is Gary Balgwin, owner of the Na-
gional Car Rental agency on Kauaj
!@ﬁd a forr[jer owner/resident in a

?ﬂnce\rlle tfmeshare complex, said

the key to successful timeshare op-
" eration lies in the expertise of the

management staff.
"As in all businesses — Realtors
car rentals, resorts and so foith —
there are good and bad, and the good
ones can make the experience not
only pleasurable but financially re-
warding," he said. "A well managed
timeshare project is a good experi-
cnce." -
. Baldwin said he was on the board
of directors at the Cliffs and

- Princéville as an owner resdent, He
Gy tvould have never bought if

said that when he bought the, umt
some 60 percent of the units at the
Cliffs were already timeshared.

"I had no trouble obtaining con-
ventional financing for the purchase,”
he said.

In 1982, the Countv Council
passed an otrdinance marking

“boundaries where transient hotel ac-

commodations, timeshare and
timeshare-use operations are allowed
to exist. By that time, the Villas were
already built and being used fortran-
sient-hotel purpose, but zoning for
the arca was never changed or up-
dated on county maps.

"It’s called grandfather NON=Con=

forming," Heérndon said; .

Herndon explained W hether the
units will be timeshared or not falls
under state jurisdiction and regula-
tions which override all county laws.
He said the county ordinance cannot
really stop a timeshare project if the
facilities are in a properly zoned area.

He said right now the county attor-

ney may turn down the application
for re-zoning because of a "100 per-
cent” clause. The clause states that a

. 100 percent unanimous vote of own-

ers mustbe obtained befor¢ a residen-
tial zoned property may be rezoned to
one which allows transient hotel ac-

-commodations, timeshare and
timeshare-use. Currently, Grand

Beach and Haseko Limited Partners
control approumately 84 percent of
the vote.

vinced that mainitenance fees will

climb significantly, thereby. increas-

ing their cost of living.

Irwin also explained that
timeshare owners are different kind
of owners. He said they only visit for
one or two weeks out of the year gpd

Kol
Opponents to timeshare are con- -

don’t take as much pride inthe prop-
erty 4s one who'lives therg full time.

Baldwin said the mainetnace fee
did not increase dramatically in his

own experience and credits that to”

good management of the facility: ~

In a Ietter to the Planning. Com--

mission. Wally. Wallace, owner of
Gaylord’s Restaurant, said. tuneshare
OWNErs Mean mcreased tounst dol-
lars in the commumts

_ Wallage said that timeshare own--

ers tend to be repeat customers and
help to boost hight otcupancy Tates.

- "We feel that the class of: vrsﬂors
is good for Kauarr’f he said.

Aniother letter of support submit-
ted to the Planning Commission from
Chino. Godinez, owner .of Kayak
Kauai Outfitters. a Noith Shore busi-
ness. said that fyll occupancy of Pono
alin. Kapaa and Pahio at Princeville
s enhanced their business and kept
the staff busy.

cheress generalmanager ofthe
Hyatt Regency Kauai, said in his tes-
timony to the Planning Conimission
that the confroversy at the Villas is
merely an ow nerslup xssue smce the

,usage will not change

tional, a company w hich directs tour-
ism-to Kauai, opposes expansion of
timeshare on the island. :
“The sales appeal (to seu
mneshare) is a cheap vacation," he
wrote, "Timeshare owners are notoris
Qusly frugal when it comes to pur-
chasing local goods and services." .
Henze also noted that because of
multiple owners, timeshare projects
increase wear and tear on the infra-
strucfure without putting equivalent

-tax-dollars=back-into: the economy.

Another deterrent to the local econ-
omy, he¢ pointed out, was that
timeshare operations do not employ
many permarent workers.

_ LynnMcCrory, vice-chairman of
Resort Development
aivau countered
Henzeel,_. wewpomt in'a letter to the
Planning Commrssron stating that the
tinieshare 1_ndustry throughout Ha-
waii has proven -tself to be a solid
base of returning vacation owners,
regardless of the mainland economy.

She also said that the annual revenue
generated by the Kauai Beach Villas

Peter Henze, a Kauai resident and -

ilead of CreativeLeisure Intema-_:_ . would be $5 ;mlhon not takr into

account initial sales of the units.

- Irwin_said that he doesn’t have
anyﬁung agamst makmg money _;ust
not at his expense.

"Thrs is America, andIdon tlhmk
ihz;t forexgners should be allowed to
comg, in here, tumn a quick profit and
leave,” he sard "I don’t blame them
for rrg to save therr investment,
butnof at my expense.”

TIrwin reiterated that the value of
his .un it ¢ rythe open. market, gnce

timesh f,,e took hold, would. be sig-
nificantly Tess. He said that most of

_the owners represented by Haseko

don’tevenlive here. .. -

T

.. "This s my home," he said. " hate

vgq see them come in and disrupt.the

v peutmn for\rsxtordestmanon
designation and rezoning for the
Kauaj Beach Villas was drscussed by
the. Plannmg Commission at 1t§ Oct.
28 meetmg The mafter remains ut-
der study.

Random poll
Thumbs down
on vouchers

gest a qurck fu\ to problems m educa-
tion," said. the Hanalei School PTA
presxdent
- He pointed out that before strides
caribe made in education, communi-
ties must take some responsibility.
~ "It’s not entirely up to, our goyern-



"When people were on the beach,
they didn’t have any structure in their
lives and now there is structure."

. Rules and regulations have been
e‘_stablished for residents of the hous-
ing project and, Tbach said, there has
been no problein with compliance.

"These people are exceptionally
good people considering not a one of
them has hadshelter over thelr heads
for 15 months:now."

"By ,SHELI;;'\;(%ZECK

KOLOA - It’s not easy ofr a
neighborhood grocer to make a go of
it when unemployment rates a high,
the tourist trade is down.and residnets
|| are making a slow mrgratlon to other
i _ arecas looking for housing ot jobs..

Nathan Kawaguchi, Manager of
Sueoka Store in Koloa, said the ecofi-
omy hasbeen on a decline since Hur=
ricane Iniki -- and it’ll probably get
worse before it gets better..

I don’t see anything getting better

untillate 1995 orearly 1996, he said. -

Though grocery stores arg neces-

sionproofto somedegree, whenlarge -

numbers of people are unemployed,
underemployed or watching their

nonessential grocery items and small
& grocers feel the pinch.
At the core of the problem is the

following the Nov. 23 hearing.

Field Grace has taken a lead role
in pro se litigation for the Anahola
group. Though they have represented
themselves in'pro

five are now consuhmg with private

attomeys and an temanenal law ex= -

Reli 'f,liikem' en .

st-h urric

nged legal pro-
_ ceedings surrounding the issue, the

loa began fo- slow

the tourist countin the area. _

"If we Cail gét the: ‘hotels that dre
off line back on line, then people can
get back into the job market agdin,"
Kawaguchl said. "We riged the:jobs.
A Iot of people don’t have jobs and
unemployment is'running out-

Though Sueoka’ s,does not depend
heavily o tourist trade, some 10 fo
15 percent is visitor related

~Kawaguchi said.

~~ "Our economic bams is the local
populatlon," he s*ud "But the tourist
do play a role in terms of profitabil-
ity." Kawaguchi pamted aless dismal

_ pictureof the recovery period follow-
pennies, they buy less high-ticket .

ing Hurricane Iwa in 1982. During
the *80s, he said, the store posted 8 to
*12 percent growth rates each year un-
til the Gulf war began in 1991

. ausmg the blggest
blow in Sueoka S lustcny
Kawaguem said the lagk of jObS in
the area, due'to the closure of the
Walohax Sheraton and Kiahuna

thmg he predxcts won t happen for 18V

to 24 months.

“The Waxohax Shera;on and Kla-‘

ed. either w1{h

repair or county setback'on shorel me'

management," he said.: “Then you
ususally have your delays that

of itéms ‘we:put on sale each week,"

" he sald “And in terms ofthe number ‘

large number of items on sale."
Survival'i 1s the name of the game '

T don’i see anytkmg getim éeiter |
meezé E@ie 5995 or mriy 1996."

NATHAN KAWAGUCHI

Plantauon have caused people to
move elsewhere

"I thirik a lot of people moved after
the hurricane,” he said, "They’ve
moved out of the area and that re-
flects our sales, t00."

Kawaguchi said all major hotels in
th&area will need to reopen to provide
jobs for the community. That’s some-

stretches itoutto twoyears, late 1995

orcarly 1996."
For his grocery store, Kawaguchi

said, that means iwo years of no

growth or cven a slight decline.

- Kawaguchi said that he has not
cahnged the store’s marketing strat-
egy very much. He still places many

items, essential and non essential; on -

in Koloa ;Town,, Vsal_d Kawaguchi.
Sale items and local products draw
customiers from the Westside, Lawai
and Kalaheo, he said. Those arcas
constitute Sueoka’s customer base,

but he said people are driving further -

for the sale items.
You always have people looking
for the sales," he said. "You have

"Baeloallv we do have a longjhst .

peo‘ple”from Kekalia going to Safe-
t- Foodland. Péople are gomg
for the;spedals in these hard times," °

“Kawaguchi :said that. the
Pmpu/K.oloa area could not supporta
major supermarket. He expplained
that thé square footage needed fora
lager supermarket -is not available in -

“Koloa and the populatlon base is: not

large enough : o
~ "Koloais not hke Kapaa51de Ka-

paa 51de you havé all: thatcompetition
between Foodland; Cost-Uless and”

‘Safeway: And they:have more com-

petitve market because there is-abig- -
getr population there," he said. "I
don’tsee the profitability of any large
chains comiihg into the area because
of the economics of it."
Several new housing. develop—
ents are slated for the Koloa area,
but Kawaguchi does not see any im-

See GROCER on A-2




v SUE DIXON-STONG

)IPU — Skip 1994 if you're
ng for a turnaround in Kauai’s
my,

though progress has been made
¢ 15 months since Hurricane
knocked the wind out of the
5 economic sails, one of the
s leading economists predicts it
be 1993 before business returns
e-Iniki status.

peaking to Chamber of Com-
¢ members Tuesday night, Dr.
y Laney, First Hawaiian Bank’s
f economist, said the basic prob-
one that is essential to recovery,
hieving a critical mass in eco-

Care-A-Van services the homeless

nomic activity.

"Until tourism is up and runningat
an equilibrium level, the recovery
from Iniki won’t be over," he said.
"But it may be years before that equi=
libriumi is attained, and even when it
is the island’s room inventory and
visitor count may be below pre-Iniki
levels." v

Althoughabout half of theisland’s
8,000-room inventory has been rc-
turned to the visitor plant and two
Juxury hotels, the Hyatt Regency and
Princeville Sheraton, are back-in
business, Laney said more room in-
ventory is crucial bécause not enough
is available to support afull tange of
visitor support activities. o

Pivotal to recovety, he said, is the
come back of major properties such
as the Westin, the Waiohai, Sheraton
Poipu and Coco Palms, hotels that
still have not announced reopening
dates. :

~ Commenting to the Kauai Times
following his speech, Laney said that
owners of all- these propertics are
keeping an eye on the eco nomy wait-
ing for the right time to retun to
business. What constitutes the "right
time" is haid to predict.
Iniki’s arrival, ina year when tour-

ism was already in a slump, didn’t .

help anything, he said. Had it hit in
1988, for example, when the Japa-
nese economy was sfrong -and the

West Coast market was still thriving,
come back may have been less uncer-
tain.

Currently, he said, California is
the only state on the Mainland suffet-
ing from a depressed cconomy. "The
mountain states; the Midwest and the-
Southeast ate doing great.”

The wave of the future, especially
on Kauai, Laney said is mid-priced
hotels, which seem to be particularly

- attractive to the.growing European

market. - .

At this time last year, the econo-
mist said; it was hoped that by the
time reconstruction activity slowed

down, tourism would have picked up

enougli to take up the slack, thus-

avoiding a "recovery gap."
But construction has peaked and
tourism has yet to fill that gap.
~The depth of the recovery gap
might be lessened by extending re-
construction over a longer period, he
said, but that would also be likely to
have the effect of extending the
length of the gap because it will delay
tourism’s full-fledged return.
Forexample, as longas the Westin
Kanai remains closed there are fewer
rooms for visitors and fewer jobs for
locdl people. Prior to Iniki, the hotel
employed 1,200 people, Laney said,

" which is 5 percent of Kauai’s work

force. :
e ‘See LANEY on A-9

.Dr. Leroy Laney
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From, A-1
saying! that all aspects of the.economy .
have t0,b¢ putin perSpecnve

While most economists say that _
visitors who didn’t visit Kaual, still
came t0  Hawaii, Laney said,

Thls 1S what
At feels like

"

Try breathmg through
thin straw. With an
thma attackit’s a
fight for every breath
you draw.

i Asthmaisa serious lung disease
| that can affeot children an
adults at any ume. An attack can
be mggered by such diverse
. causes as cold-at air, pets,tobacco
§ smoke, ¢ dust, and stress. ’_l‘he
American Lung ~Association” i
ad helping peop

thﬂS

business mterrupnon insurance keeps
the economy moving, Laney saxd

not intended t0 make’ msured estab-
" lishments better ff than they would
" have been otherwise, and insurance
adjusters: -are llkely to scrutmlze
claims cafefully in the ‘current envi-
ronment with the pressure “their com-
panies are under."
And, Laney said, many 1osses,
wespecially Crop damage, Were not
covered by insurance in any case.”

le comrol asthma
so they can {ead happys normal,
d active lives.

stretch of the 1mag1nauon,' said
Laney, "would call the l\umcane a
blessing in disguise.” o
Clearly, according . Laney, the

the recessive climate

d, "Not all
would -be Kauai tounsts will be .

' booked into other Hawan destma— ’ added

While some economlsts say that _

"Busmess interruption . msurance is

*1 don’t think anyone, by any "

visitor mdustry s woes have created .
e in Hawail. But
Kauai, he said, may not. have felt the '

full impact.
"For example, someone who filed
- for unemployment in September will
find their 26 weeks allotted ‘benefits
" running out in March,” Laney
pointed out.
" "That’s Just around the corner,"' he

He also noted that as busmess in-
terrupnon insurance expires, some
orgamzanons that have ot already
done so; "will release workers they
mayt ‘have carried on the payroll

<Further, bringing Kﬁum back into - i SO
be a long “and

the mainstream will
costly ‘process. He said that while
there is perhaps
May re-opening,
probabmty of slxppage than any mov-
ing up of deadlines.
"The visitor mdustry,
what runs the economy."

he said, "is

) -Kauai, according to Laney, | may -
be in for real rough times between the

March ending ¢ of beneﬁts ‘and. the re-
opening of the visitor plant. . :
“There is gbviously some critical
oint in restarting the tounst industry
__ the simultancous provmon of ho-
tel. rooms, restaurants, rental cars,
tounsts actwmes and the like,"

'.f.consmcted market,
a chance to makea . '
“thete is @ greater‘

~gpace, the military

Laney said.

Plus Kauai, as3 desunatlon, needs

to be promoted now for future busi-
ness, he added.

"In context, Iniki can be viewed as
causing a. downwa:d slnft in Kaueu s

long-Tun growtlx path Laney said:
nThe time will come whef pre—lmlu

Tevels of output ar® aclneved butre-

covering that 1ost |
come eaSﬂy or soon.” _
Kauzu stiuggl

Kaua1 Tlmes

2 ;
problems in lelcon Valley, _m aero-
JWhile: Cahfomxa :
and New England accountf for 28 per- -

cent of ernployment they. account for
50 percem of the' nnemployment
- When: people ¢ don’t have OB,

travelingto- Hawail becomes. amueh

lower pnonty, accordmg to Laney-

; 'an n 1992

Laneys
. massive. ‘But- -at the same time,
.- funding for those efforts will be hard
“to come by. -

'Lto be lower
i Laney; and this

~worst shape it has been in since 1974

: dechned by about 7 000 people.

ed roughly one- - °
( ; term Kauai's economy will st

"The tl

will come .
levels .

Dr. Leroy !
First Hawanan Bank economist i

" prometional efforts, according o~
will, have t0 be targeted and- -
the

_The state tax revenue is projected
than budgeted, said  §
Jegislative session |
lawmakers are facing tough deci~ j“‘-
sions: it
The. economist $e€S other areas
that bear watching:

© The Japanese economy is in the
¢ Kauai’'s resident populatlon has
e Unemployment is

around 15 percent.
- Still; Taney said, in the-long

running

coming back and the island will
"once -again, be an excellent place &
live and work. ;

"Kaual will be back,” Laney cot



et

DAUBERT

— A soft-spoken
er has embarked
it he hopes will Icad
Amgerica.

to collect as many
ible, petitioning the
Tom the American
Rev. Noriaki Fuji-
minister of the
Hongwanji.

r. while the minis-
Ala Moana Boule-

¢ Waikiki Parkside

boy. pretending to
n under his T-shirt,
ind said, "Give me
llowing a struggle,
unharmed. but the
cident continued to

ach: hotels are offering little information about the future of the Poipu Beach properties
Hurricane Iniki kit. The same story is coming from owniers of the Westin, Poipu Sheraton

¥

 1f the boy had Had a real gun and
fired it, his‘future would have been-

very sad, reflected Fujimori and
sought a way in which he might be
able to indirectly help the misguided
teen and others like him so that this
kind of incidence will not occur.
"When I was young, I was a'bad
boy, too,, until somehow I changed
inside,” the minister explained." So I
understand how it is to be like that
young man." -
~ Aftér immersing himself in re-
search. Fujimori concluded that the
best course of action would be to
follow the lead taken by Masaichi
Hattori, whose 16-year-old son was
shot and killed last year when he was
an exchange student living in the
United States.
. Instead of vengeance. Hattori and
his wife chose a paththat ivouid make

THomas Tamura/Kauai Times photo

their son’s death 2 woithy thing,
noted Fujimori. They began circulat-

“ing apetition in Japan rcquesting that

Americans change their laws regard-
ing possession of fircarms and not
allow private citizens {0 own guns.

To date. the couple has collected
more than 1.5 million signaturcs and
plans to present the petition to Presi-
dent Clinton and members of Con-
gress in the near futurc.

"Precious lives arc taken away by
guns." said Fujimori. Last ycar, there
were about 20,000 murders commit-
ted in the United States and 70 per-
cent imvolved the use of guns. he
noted.

"So I would like to support the
movement started by the Hattoris,"
said Fujimori.

Thus far, the Westside minister

See SENATOR on A-6

By SHELLY ZECK

LIHUE — Kauai's visitor indus-
try is headed into 1994 still crippled
by the closure of three of the isle’s
five major resorts. Bogged down in
sales negotiations, insurance prob-
lems and corporate burcaucracy,
there is no indication of a shift in
dircction.

*Absentce ownership. with no
connection to the community. is the
real problem."” said Mayor JoAnn
Yukimura.

The former Stouffer Waiohai and
Poipu Beach hotels, for cxampie. are
now owned by Florida-based Renais-
sance Hotels and Resorts. Richard
Madloff, the company’s vice presi-
dent for real estate was close-
mouthed when asked to comment on
the company’s plans to rc-opcn the
properties.

"There is not a lot of activity that
T can hang my hat on right now.” he
said. cxplaining that the company
icnds to "play close to the vest” inm
terms of public statements.

He said Remaissance is currently
reviewing a number of redevclop-
ment alternatives for both properties,
but he would not claboratc on what
alternatives arc being considered.

“There’s a number of -different
variables involved in the study. but I
would prefer not to disclose all of
thosc variables.” he said.

Madloff said he did not know

when the study would be complete or

when any results from the study
would be released. The company’s
style. he said is not w0 commit ©
something that cannot be controfled.

When asked if the purchascr of the
property, CTS USA Inc. (a privately
held company operated by a Chinese
family that also owns Renaissance
Hotels and Resorts) was disappointed
in its purchase of the two Kauai prop-~
erties, Madloff said that the deal was
ail cncompassing.

"When vou buy a company. you
buy evervthing that goes with it; the
good the bad. the pretiy. the not so
pretty, the poor. It's kind of like tak-

o . ) Y
e oo
s N G




i%ﬁlﬁﬁpmws as a whoﬁc rather than in-

g your marriage vows," said Mad—
{f. “That’s what-we did and itsa
done deal " '

adloff said the oﬂncnal prosnuon

rof the company is that the Kauai
roperties are not for sale." Anybody

ny time can offer another person
aninnsolicited offer.” he said. "Ithap-'
s all the time."””

¢ said he has received any mum-
Ber of inquiries about the properties.
would not comment on whether
BEfers have been made.

He expiained that the company is
ing at the former - Stouffer.botel

1'.\) .

Sime ﬁh& family owns, ncarly .60
perties, he said. it is not able to get
Sived at the community level.

When asked if the Kauai proper-

w368 were just a number, Madloff said

«..that is the wrong interpretation.

" "You're not just a number, you're

«wpart of a large group.” be said.

umw

M

Madloff said that if he were to
address the some 450 uncmploy ed
ospnahty workers that the Waiohai

_me employed, he would tell them to

(/

mc Sheraton Beach Resort would
bably say the same thing. But
. dhat’s not good cnough for. County
""Council Chair James Tehada. .

"We need somelhmg now." he

NI

said.
. For example. he pointed out. there
am sml travel agents who believe the

“ island will not be ready to accept
. visitors until the Westin Kauai re-

ferey

iy

e W”The Wes[]n 18 CUITCIIID'

opers.

They relate the operauan of the
NWcsu n as the key to Kauai accepting
vasuors “ he said. "If the Westin did

"

come back it would be a good signal
the rest of the world."

That’s not expected to happcn

.§90n.
Gregg chrdx Bank of America
Wpokesman said there is nothing new

to report on the stathis of the Westin:

.Lhe property remains for salc S

ned b)
“Kavai Hotel Limited Partners. .

- group headed by the Bank of Amcnca

o and First Hawaiian Bank that was
formed to take overthe pmpem after

YRS

mxt W ,as sunendered,m foreclosure pro-

HE R ¥

\"K'\r\pv )
Mrmter an

been pcrslstem repons ‘that. Mamott

“Has been looking atthe Westin Kapai. ™

but no confirmation. annpals of all

YR I

parucs refiise to comment on discus-

Mg;ﬁops Mairiott1s said to have had with
‘the Kauai Lagoons operators. That
company. in addition to running the
Kauai Lagoons golf, tennis and res-
taurant operations. also owns the

qiher undeveloped hotel site on the
3 Chuckle-A -Day -

festaurant window: “Wanted:

fihree people to work to replace

_&hrce who didn’t.”

g “That is absolutely untrue." ' ¥
Tehada said he is concemed about N

Kalapaki s'ﬂéi;él.ine
Repotts.'thiat the ¢ntire- Westin® -
cham is for sale were confirmed by -

the company’s president Jim Tread- -

way. He ‘said that Japanese owner
Aoki is looking at offers.

Asked if Marriott was making an
offer on the cham, Treadway sand

mc lack of ]obs and the contimued .
slowing of the island economy.

B O‘w ners of the Westin Kauai and

ccedings by developer Chiis Hem- -

‘A sign- in .a fast food .

'In many areas we
imve no control,
like insurance
“and the world |

~ economy. We

~ learn Jrom that
experience, and
you have to be a
little more
innovative.’

JIMMY TEHADA

N

“If you don’t bring;the units back,

“there is no woik," he said. "Now; you

have people potentially loosing their

homes because théy can't keep up -

with the mortgage.”

Tehada ‘related the post- Imkn
economy to thefive years following
Hurricane Iwa. He said after Iwa. the
island ‘expérienced, a sharp decline
and a-slow rebound through the *80s.

"In.many arcas-we have no con-
trol, like insurance and the. world
economy," he said. "We learn from
that experience, and you'have tobe'a
little more innovative.

He said that when money is tight.
families pull children out of -college
and perhaps move of [island. creating
-a downyward spml

The’ Shcraton; Beach: Resort in
Ponpu remains closed reportedly: due

to: shoreline. setback complications.
Kmudsén Trust;-the owners of ‘the
tand. and Sheraton have becn in-

volved in negotiations overibe prop-

erty ‘but no one could be reachedfor
mment on the currem status of ne~

‘)gQUatnons ) R
Meam'&ule Tehada sand that dis- .

placed “hospitality, workers should
-seek.ont altemam, employment. -

can get for now." e said. "I’ m pretty

sure by nextyeartourists w ﬂlbe back ,;

to pre-Iniki levels.”

Margy Parker. executive. durecior-_j

of the Poipu Beach Hotel Association

Chuckle-A-Day
Sign in  the
~department of a supermarket:

“Please Do Not Fondle The.

Fruit. Ask For A Clerk.”

"You ha\ ¢ fo, take anything )our :

produce

sand the assocxauon is, encouragmg

the owners of both thé Waiohai and 1

, the Sheraton to, ;e-open. L
"We’retdesperately” hopeful‘ Tat
they open," she said. - °

Parker said that. the. outlook for, .
'1994(in‘respect 16" ‘thé ¢losed hotels - |
} AR Pmpu) seems 10,

bcmesameas

become oo involved in the problems

that inhibit the re-opening ‘of the ho- .

tels. ' . .
"We've done; all, that we can

within our realm of authiority," Te-.

- hada said. "Unfortunately’ many
things fall outside’of our authority."

He explained thatinsurarice prob- " :
« lems;‘propenty sales and'land settlee |,

ments arebey cmd county. junsdlcnon
He said those are privatematters-and
.-the county councilcan. d@ nothmg 1
help

: However; ummploymem beneﬁts
for displaced -hospitality workers

were extended oni.the initial request :

of the county council.
. "But: that is. just an’ mtenm solu—
uon," -said: Tehada. -

- The:Poipu: Beach Hotel ,Assocm- ~tiod
tion, said Parker, hasfocused its.en- bt
. ergies. o the; infrastmeture s the 1¢
-Poipu drez. instead of the closed op- YV
. erations: Parker:said the association .

is working hard to .get-facilities .at

- Kukuinla Hatbor; Poipii Beach Park
- and other- public-use’ famhtles re-

_paired as soon as’ possﬂ)le Rt
‘She said the status of the Shcraton

‘ and the Waiohai has impacted onthe

area in the way of jobs..She, said not

* only are workers displaced by, the il

“closed hotels, ‘but’ local businesses

that spin off of hotel visitors have

Nenmerthe Po1puBeachHotel As-
socuamn nor the Coumy ‘Councilcan .

"THE

£'S NOT 4 LOT OFACTIVITY dhat I can hang ’

‘vice; president for real estate atRen atssan ce H otels an d Res«

' aml Potpu Beach hotels.

reduced labor forces

Parker said travel agents mterpret .

the.destination as damaged and not

fumnomng as itwas plannedto func- .
. Howcver local busmess that
‘ ~ available units by next sur

the cucumstames she . said:. "I’'m

.very' pmud of 4 all lhe businesses't that -
are;: qpen for mhe hard work-theylve
done in re-openmg and makmg it’

work, "

I

stranon 1s trymg 10 enc
.apening..
Whether: the Shexat(

: Walohal re-openin 1994, ]

the Poipu-area'will have ne

"We’ve got two goli

s ;, many shops and restaur
_ "All the busme%e&andactxw&es:
that are open ¢an survive even under

said. "And vacationers are

pretty happy.” ,
On.the Eastside, the C

Resort also remains closec
Bill Morton, vice presi

.erations for North Ame
. Lane Hotels Internationa

Frangisco-based company
Coco Palmis) said that ¢
with the lioiel’s i msurancec

* tinues.

*We remain in discussic

All wood frame \
seat and'back cus
includes:" setiee
chairs.

LEATHER
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